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After initially responding slowly and in a haphazard manner, the EU has taken important steps
to counter the coronavirus outbreak. But the EU needs to do more if it wants to avoid boosting
eurosceptic sentiment. The current crisis offers the EU an opportunity to prove its worth.

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), Europe has now become the centre of the
coronavirus pandemic. Member-states have implemented restrictions to‘flatten the curve’ of the
outbreak and several have gone into ‘lockdown banning their citizens from all but the most essential
activities. Mational governments have taken centre stage during the crisis, while the EU's initial reaction
was slow and rather haphazard. This, in turn, has encouraged eurosceptics to argue that the EU is
incapable of acting effectively in times of crisis, and that the coronavirus pandemic will undoubtedly lead
to its weakening, or even break-up. While it is very unlikely that this will happen, the EU needs to move
more dedsively in the coming weeks to counter the outbreak and prevent eurosceptics’ predictions
coming true.

As the outbreak in Italy gathered pace in late February and early March, with the whole country going
into lockdown, the EU showed Rome little solidarity. In late February, Italy asked for medical equipment
such as masks, asking the Commission to activate the EU's Civil Protection Mechanism, which provides

a framework for co-operation between EU member-states and six third countries (lceland, Morth
Macedonia, Montenegro, Norway, Serbia and Turkey) in the field of civil protection, including response to
disasters. The Commission activated the mechanism, but no member-state responded positively. Instead,
many member-states (including France and Germany) banned the export of medical equipment. Worse
still, the statement by European Central Bank (ECB) president Christine Lagarde which said the ECB’s

job was not *to close spreads”® between member states’ borrowing costs prompted a massive sell-off of
Italian sovereign debt, as investors feared the ECB would no longer aim to keep Italian bond yields low by
buying bonds.

The ECB quickly clarified it would stand behind Italy's bonds, and announced a €750 billion Pandemic
Emergency Purchase Programme (PEPP) on March 18th. Many countries have also now removed
restrictions on the export of medical equipment to Italy, and Germany has donated some equipment.
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Abstract

Segons aquest article del Centre for European Reform, la primera resposta de la Unio
Europea a la crisi del coronavirus va ser lenta, maldestre i descoordinada, cosa que va fer
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augmentar les critiques cap a la Unid i els seus dirigents. Durant les ultimes setmanes, han
estat freqiients els atacs cap a la UE i les critiques a la seva poca eficacia per part d'un
major nombre de sectors, no només els tipicament euroescéptics. No obstant aixo, més tard
la UE ha demostrat tenir la capacitat d’implantar mesures per lluitar contra la crisi
economica i sanitaria. L’article repassa aquestes mesures i n’assenyala d’altres que haurien
de guiar I'actuacié de la UE a partir d’ara per tal de poder sortir de la crisi de manera més
0 menys exitosa i reforcar la seva legitimitat.

Idees principals

Les llicons que ens forgara a aprendre la crisi del coronavirus son:

¢ La UE va actuar amb retard i de manera descoordinada quan el virus va comencar a
propagar-se a Italia. No obstant aixo, seria injust dir que no ha fet res per donar
suport als estats membres: la Comissié Europea ha activat fons pels sistemes
sanitaris nacionals i les empreses; ha proveit alguns estats amb material sanitari; ha
relaxat les mesures de préstec i ha cooperat amb les autoritats nacionals de proteccio
dels consumidors per evitar que interessos privats facin negoci de 1’escassetat de
productes sanitaris.

¢ Cal que la UE actui de manera més efectiva. Els riscos de no fer-ho son elevats:
augmentaria la crisi i creixeria 1’euroescepticisme. L’article assenyala les seguents
propostes que la UE hauria de seguir:

1. Cal evitar que el mercat unic pateixi un sotrac i que no augmenti el proteccionisme.

2. Cal que hi hagi mesures per compartir el deute i evitar que els danys
a l'eurozona augmentin.

3. La UE hauria de tenir un rol més actiu a ’hora de coordinar les mesures de
tancament de fronteres per garantir que es manté el comerg i el proveiment de
serveis basics.

4. La UE hauria de fer servir una nova estratégia de comunicacié per donar a coneixer
la seva tasca i coordinar una resposta contra les fake news.

5. Cal aconseguir tancar el pressupost de 2021-2027.

Conclusions

Segons aquest article, dir que aquesta crisi conduira a ’enderrocament de la UE és
exagerat, pero la manera com la Unié respongui al coronavirus definira 1’horitzé

de 'eurozona i la percepcio que en tenen els ciutadans. Sila UE no esta a I’algada d’aquest
repte, quedara debilitada i perdra legitimitat, pero si actua de manera resolutiva i eficient
podria sortir reforgada de la crisi.
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Accedeix a l'article complet.
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