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In support of modesty and the
nation-state

Michael Walzer

In this article, Michael Walzer underlines the wisdom of some of Seyla Benhabib’s
proposals in her article “Dismantling the Leviathan” (published in the same issue of
IDEES), but says she overestimates the extent of the crisis in state institutions. The two
thinkers also differ in their views on the complex issue of immigration: in response to the
vague proposal for “porous borders”, Walzer sustains his well-known belief in the right of a
country -limited by other laws- to control the influx of immigrants into its territory when it
poses a serious threat to social cohesion.

This article forms part of issue 15-16 of the IDEES magazine, “Catalonia, Foreign Affairs”,
published in print format between July and December 2002. The PDF article is available to

download in Catalan below.
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Michael Walzer

Michael Walzer és un filosof expert en Filosofia Politica, professor emerit de I'Institute
for Advanced Study de Princeton i editor de la revista Dissent. Es va llicenciar a la
Universitat de Brandeis; més tard va estudiar a la Universitat de Cambridge i va
obtenir el titol de doctor a la Universitat de Harvard. Ha escrit sobre una gran varietat
de temes relacionats amb la teoria politica i la filosofia moral: obligacié politica,
guerra justa i injusta, nacionalisme i étnia, justicia econdmica i estat de benestar.
Actualment treballa en assumptes relacionats amb la justicia internacional i la relacié
entre la religié i la politica, a la vegada que col-labora en un projecte que tracta la
historia del pensament politic jueu. D’entre els seus llibres, destaquen Just and Unjust
War (1977), Spheres of Justice (1983), Arguing about War (2004), The Paradox of
Liberation: Secular Revolutions and Religious Counterrevolutions (2015) i A Foreign
Policy for the Left (2018).
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