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Thoughts on the structural
reform of the State

Javier  Pérez Royo

Javier Pérez Royo maintains that the structural reform of the State is fundamentally a
labour of constitutional rather than statutory reform. The positions of the State and the
Autonomous Communities are fixed, and as such, cannot be amended by reforming the
Statutes of Autonomy. Constitutional reform is required. Reforming the statutes can only
refine the formula for self-governance, it cannot effect change on the formula for State
governance. Unfortunately, the blocking of constitutional reform has left no alternative
other than to try and achieve change through statutory reform. Setting oneself a goal which
cannot be achieved leads, inevitably, to frustration.

This article forms part of issue 27 of the IDEES magazine, “Catalonia, the Basque Country,
Spain: new transitions”, published in print format between October and December 2005.
The PDF article is available to download in Catalan below.
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Javier Pérez Royo
Javier Pérez Royo és jurista, professor i Catedràtic de Dret Constitucional de la
Universitat de Sevilla. Va ser rector de la Universitat de Sevilla entre 1988 i 1992 i
president de la Conferència de Rectors d’Espanya. És autor de diverses publicacions
com La reforma de la Constitución (1987), Curso de derecho constitucional (1996) i La
reforma constitucional inviable (2015). Col·labora habitualment a la secció d'opinió de
El Diario i també en altres mitjans de comunicació.


