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In this article, Maurizio Viroli reviews the political doctrine of republicanism and its
ideological correlates (freedom, civic virtue, the rule of law) through history, from Aristotle
and Cicero to Machiavelli and Rousseau. He also reflects on the new trends to have sprung
up in Republican thinking as a result of its dialectical struggle with liberal theories on the
American and French revolutions. This historical review allows the author to reaffirm the
autonomy of republicanism as a political philosophy.

This article forms part of issue 19 of the IDEES magazine, “The sources of republicanism”,

published in print format between July and September 2003. The PDF article is available to
download in Catalan below.
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Maurizio Viroli és academic, assagista i investigador de Filosofia Politica i Historia del
Pensament Politic. Es professor emérit de teoria politica de la Universitat de Princeton,
i imparteix docencia a la Universitat de Texas (Austin). També dirigeix el Centre
d'Estudis Civics de la Universitat de la Suissa italiana (Lugano), on és professor de
Comunicacio Politica. Ha escrit ampliament sobre el republicanisme i el
constitucionalisme, les relacions entre politica i religid, les idees de Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, la politica italiana i el nacionalisme. Es autor de diversos llibres, entre els
quals destaquen De la politica a la razén de estado: la adquisicién y transformacion
del lenguaje politico (1250-1600) (2009) i Republicanismo (2014).
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