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According to Manuel Castells, when people feel like orphans of the state as an instrument
of representation and meaning, they tend to reconstruct their meaning in identities built on
some cultural attribute. In this context, the ability of so-called resistance identities to
transform into project identities -offering prospects that all members of a society can
identify with- is the only thing that can save the world from a life divided by the structures
of power and fundamentalist communes.

This article forms part of issue 21 of the IDEES magazine, “(Re)thinking education”,

published in print format between January and March 2004. The PDF article is available to
download in Catalan below.
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Manuel Castells

Manuel Castells és socioleg, economista i professor de sociologia i urbanisme a la
Universitat de California, a Berkeley. També és Catedratic de Sociologia de la
Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, on va dirigir I'Internet Interdisciplinary Institute. La
seva amplia trajectoria investigadora relaciona I'evolucié economica amb les
transformacions politiques, socials i culturals dins del marc d'una teoria integral de la
informacié. Una de les seves principals obres és la trilogia La Era de la Informacién
(1997). Altres publicacions rellevants sén La Galaxia Internet. Reflexiones sobre
Internet, empresa y sociedad (2001), La Sociedad Red (2006), Comunicacién y Poder
(2009), Redes de indignacidn y esperanza. Los movimientos sociales en la era de
Internet (2012), i Reconceptualizing Development in the Global Information Age
(2014). Es el cinqué académic de I’ambit de les Ciéncies Socials més citat al mén i,
actualment, és el maxim responsable del Ministeri de Ciencia, Innovacié i Universitats
del govern d'Espanya.
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